
The elements of powe rful pa ge s
1. Vi suals that bolster stories. 
P h otos and gra p h i cs should co m m u n i cate and c l e a r l y. Do your pictu res tell pieces of the sto r y, show its drama or docu-

m e nt its occu r re n ce? Is the story very fo cu sed, and do the visuals reflect that fo cu s?

2. Headlines and cutlines that re i n fo rce the visuals. 
Resea rch tells us that rea d e rs look fi rst at dominant visuals, then to adjace nt hea d l i n es to make se n se of the art. Do yo u r

a rt and headline support each ot h e r? Is the thrust of the story clear at a glance? If it is not, chances are good rea d e rs will

simply turn the pa g e.

3. Nothing ex t ra n eous, nothing left out. 
The prese ntation of a story should be as thoughtful as the story itse l f; it shouldn’t have holes or re d u n d a n c i es. Pa rt i cu l a r l y

when putting photos to g ether in a pa c k a g e, think about the lead photo as the lead or a key point of the sto r y. Plan, sca l e

and arrange art so that a reader can quickly grasp the nut of the sto r y.

4. I n n ovation. 
D o n’t int ro d u ce gimmickry to a page for the sa ke of nove l ty. But look for inte resting ways to illust rate a story that also

help to quickly co nvey the meaning of the sto r y.
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